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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


The volume microcopied on this roll has the following back- 
strip title: "36 / Shanghai / December 1, 1884 / December 28, 1885 / 
Department / of State." It contains despatches, with enclosures, 
addressed to the Department of State from United States consular | 
officials at Shanghai, China, between December 1, 1884, and ) 
December 28, 1885. The contents are registered on Roll 1 of the 
microcopy. Pas 


The volume is part of a body of: records in the National 
Archives designated as Record Group No. 59, General Records of 
the Department of State. It is volume 36 of a series generally 
referred to as Consular Despatches, Shanghai. 
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A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE LATE DISTURBANCE 
AT SEOUL, COREA. 


On the 4th of the 12th month of the 17th year of 
Meiji (Dec. 4, 1884) a reception was given at Seoul, 
Corea, to celebrate the opening of the Government Post 
Office, Hog-yog-shik the director of the Post Office 
Department acted as the host. Among the guests pre- 
sent were’ Gen, Foote, the American Minister, Mr. 
Seudder, the Secretary of the American Legation, Mr. 
Aston, the British Consul-General, Chen-Shu-tan, the 
Chinese Cousul-General, Tan-kan-yao, the Chinese 
Vice-Consul-General as well as the following Corean 
gentlemen: Min-yog-ik, Kim-hog-chip, Han-kiu-chig, 
Nee-zo-you, Puk-yog-hio, Kim-ok-kium, Sho-kwag-. 
bom, Yun-chi-ho and others. Mr. Modllendorf, the 
German in the Employment of the Corean Government 
was also present. Of those who received invitations 
--but were unable to be present were the German Consul- 
General Herr Sempsh and our Minister Resident Mr. 
Takezoye. Mr. Takezoye was suffering from a cold 
caught a few days previously while making visits on the 
Ameriean Minister, the German Consul General, and 
some of the Corean Gentlemen. He being unable to 
be present at the reception, Mr. Shimamura, the secretary 
of our legation, went in his place. 

The guests having assembled at the Post Office 
building, the dinner was served in due course. About 9 


* ~ i . ‘ . “te > i - : 
+: > x = tao? 
wt Se, ike. + =) ® i ¢ = 


o’clock in the evening when the dinner was abont to be 
ended, suddenly there was a great deal of din and con- 
fusion in the neighborhood and a ery of “fire” was heard. 
All the guests astonished at the noise, sprang up and 
ran out of the house. Among others, Secretary Shima- 
mura, in‘company with the American Minister, Gen. 
Foote, the Corean Hog-yog-shik, and a few others stood 
on the balcony at the back of the building; and accor- 
ding to his statement, the fire seemed to be close to the 
back of the building; but even while he was looking at 
it, the fire grew fainter and feinter and seemed to be on 
the point of being extinguished. Satisfied that there 
would be no further trouble, he réentered the building 
together with the other guests; but having occasion to 
step outside again, when he réentered the building for 
the second time, he was surprised to find the room filled 
, with Coreans, and in such a state of confusion that it 
was almost impossible to make his way throngh the 
crowd. At first Shimamura thought that all this dis- 
turbance was due to the fire; but, finally, suspecting 
that there was something more in the affair, asked the 
cause and learned that, in the midst of the confusion, 
somebody had been: seriously wounded, although 
nothing further was known about the particulars of the 
case. On looking about him, Shimamura found that 
the American Minister and all the rest of the guests 
had taken their departure ; and so great was the confu- 
sion that he had nothing to do but to return ‘to our 
Legation and to report the whole occurrence to Minister 
Takezoye. While he was making his report to the 
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‘Minister, Mr. Aston, the British Consul-General, came 


to the Legation and informed Shimamura that the person 
who had been seriously wounded at the Post Office was no 
other than Min-yog-ik, and asked for our soldiers to 
escort him to his own quarters on the ground that 
there was some trouble brewing abroad and that he 
feared. that an outbreak of some nature might take 
place, Secretary Shimamura complied, and obtaining 
the permission of the Minister placed two of our soldiers 
at the service of Mr, Aston, who was thus safely es- 
corted. back to the English Legation, It is to be 
noticed that this was first time that it was known. at 
our legation that Min-yog-ik was the person wounded. 
At the same time that Shimamura went to the door 
with Mr, Aston, our soldiers from their barracks at 
Chin-kokai arrived in great haste. Shimamura turn- 
ing to Murakami, the commmander. of the guard, asked 
him the reason of his coming. Murakami answered 
that, seeing that the fire was near to our Legation, he 
came according to precedent. ‘Thereupon Shimamura 
went in and was communicating this to the Minister, 
when Asayama Kenzo came in and said that one Pen 
Tsui, a special messenger from the King, had that 
moment arrived. Shimamura wondering at the arrival 
of the Royal messenger went to the reception room and 
meeting Pen Tsui asked him his errand. Pen Tsui 
with a frightened look said to Shimamura that there 
was trouble abroad and that the King’s person was 
not perfectly safe and concluded by earnestly requesting 
our, Minister to enter. the palace for the purpose of 
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guarding it. When Shimamura conveyed. this 
to Takezoye, the Minister who was at the time 
to his bed, rose, dressed himself, and going to the re- 
ception room, asked Pen Tsui the state of affairs. 
Pen Tsui repeated his message that there was some 
trouble abroad, although he did not exactly know its 
nature, and that the King was in great anxiety, and 
finally requested Mr. Takezoye to come to the palace. 
At this moment Yu-tsai-hen, an attendant of the King 
and one other Corean came running. breathless and 
handed to Mr. Takezoye a personal letter from the 
King in which the King confided to our Minister the 
protection of the palace: and the messenger further — 
urged Minister Takezoye to go to the palace as quickly 
as possible, Thinking now that no time ought to be 
lost in taking some. action Minister Takezoye started 
for the palace with the soldiers. He was marching 
with quickened step (this was about 10 P. M.) when 
another of the King’s attendants came running to him 
and told him that his Majesty the King had removed 
to the Ken-yu-kun (one of the palaces) and requested 
him to repair thither. Employing the King’s attend- 
ant as a guide, Minister Takezoye went to the Ken-yu- 
kun. . By this time the King, the Queen, the Prince, 
and the Princess were already at the Ken-yu-kun; and 
the Queen Mother arrived soon after. On seeing the 
arrival of Minister Takezoye, the King came out of the 
palace into the garden to receive him, and with his 
countenance full of joy and showing every sign 
that he had been impatiently waiting our Minister’s 
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‘coming, thanked him-for coming so quickly for 
the protection of the palace, The Corean commander 
on duty for the evening; Yun-tai-shun, was in 
attendance with his soldiers: Beside the soldiers, 
there were several Corean gentlemen, the personal 
attendants of the King, officials of various description, 
ladies of the court etc., and they stood crowded in a 
space so small that one had hardly room to,turn round. 
Minister Takezoye, accompanied by Shimamura anel 
Asayama, stood at the foot of the stairs RHO up to 
the palace. *Ken-gi-kam-sa Shing-sha stood 

tf 
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outside with drawn swords and were k oft the 
crowd who attempted to enter the palace. ne time 
_ all. the candles in the palace were burnt out and utter 
darkness prevailing, there was no end of anxiety. By 
having a lantern that we had brought with us lighted 
by one of the King’s attendants, we were enabled to 
get first ong faint glimmer of light. In such a state of 
things eyery one was flurried and anxious, when Mura- 
kami, the commander of our guards, remarked to 
Minister Takezoye that, to say nothing of detecting the 
evil minded persons, and thus ensuring the safety of 
the King, it would be a matter of the greatest difficulty 
to guard so large a space as the palace grounds where 
the gates were so far distant from one another and 
where there were so many large groves of trees ;. that if 
would be best to keep out the crowd and establish some 
order for protecting the Pape ugha Minister 
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* An official titler pai -gi- “ii ‘sa, is a sort: of viceroy of the de seek 
ment of Ken-gi-do. 
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Takezoye conveyed to the King the opinion of Murakami’ 
and the following commands were issued: the. ladies 
were to be placed in a chamber in the northern portion 
of the building; the Corean soldiers were to guard the 
eastern, western, and southern a of the. palace, 
leaving the northern front to be guarded by our soldiers; 
of the gates of the palace, Coreans were to guard those 
at the north-west and south-west. corners of the. palace 
Ari's while our soldiers kept guard over the outer 

inn& north-eastern gates, the outer southern gate, 

smalNsouthern gate, and the outer south-western 
a A ae of the forces haying been thus 
completed, no oe was permitted to enter the palace 
grounds until he had given in: his name and had 
obtained the permission of the king; and any. one 
passing out of the grounds had also to be provided with 
the card of some one attached to the king as a passport. 
A little after midnight the disturbances were at last 
quelled. The king came out to.the western chamber of 
the palace and calling Minister Takezoye to him, 
thanked him for his protection, and conversed fami- 
-liarly with him, A little after one o’clock messengers 
had been despatched to request the American Minister 
and the British and German Consul-Generals to. come 
also to the palace; but at a late hour none of them had 
arrived. Only Mr. Barnadou, the naval attaché of the 
American Legation accompanied by an interpreter, 
Yun-chi-ho, presented himself and asked after the wel- 
fare of the King. About 3 o'clock in the morning the 
execution of Yu-tsai-hen, an attendant of the king, took 


ee 


‘place; and on inquiring the reason for his punishment, 
they learned from Sho-zai-pil ‘that Yu-tsai-hen had 
been guilty/of an attempt to burn the palace by the use 
of gunpowder and had therefore met his punishment. 
Early on the following morning (5th) the King gave 
notice. to his private secretaries of the change made in 
his councillors. The change made in the King’s council 
is Said to be as follows ;* 
[-CHA-WAN 
~ Counciller of 1" Right. 
PAK-YOG-HIO — 
‘Commander-in-chief of the Van and Rear Armies 
and chief of the police. 
Hoa-yY0e-sH1k 
Commander in chief of the Right and Left 
Armies, and chief of the police and Vice-Minister 
of the interior. 
KIM-OK-KUIN 
Vice Minister of Finance and chief of the Com- 
mercial Bureau. 
SHO-KWAG-BOM 
 ‘Wice-minister for Foreign Affairs 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
YUN-WUN-NIOL 
Minister of Judicial Departuivnt. 
- SHo-Tsar-Prr 
: — ny a eager poe of the Rear Army. 
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* This change in pony delay po nea arr bigee.9 ot dla 
Takezoye while he was seated Wi the American Minister and others, as 
stated er along 


KIM-HOG-CHIB 

Governor of Seoul. 
YUN-CHI-HO e 
Pen-Tsvt 

Secretaries of the pinta Department. 
PAG-YOG-GIO 
KIM-OK-KUIN 

SHIN-KEE-SHOU 
Private secretaries of the King. 

About 10 o’clock on the morning of the 5th, Gen. 
Foote, the American minister, and Mr. Aston; thie 
British Consul-General, came and asked an audience 
which was immediately granted. | | 
- The audiences of both gentlemen took place in the 
same chamber’ and the King addreased ‘them with 
every appearance of joy and satisfaction and congra- 
tulated them on their safety. Minister Takezoye was 
also present, and everyone in the room conversed 
familiarly together; and the King expressed the 
following sentiments: “I was pleased beyond measure 
by prompt assistance rendered to me by the Japanese 
Minister in the present crisis. At a time like the 
present [ look upon him almost like a countrymen, 
and I am happy in being together with him, and 

\ the presence of the other Foreign representatives 
\e addition, makes me think more and more that there 
ists a brotherhood among all mankind; I am deeply 
touched by the friendship of the respective represen- 
tatives toward me; and would like to have your counsel 
dnd advice.” He said further that he had heard that 
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‘any country which after throwing off its ancient 
customs and is on the point of advancing in the light of 
civilization must, of necessity, pass through many 
dangerous crisis of change and asain’ that the 
Japanese Minister.now present having passed through 
many crisis of this nature is well acquainted with them 
and that even in America, England, and other countries 
examples of this kind are not rare. The American 
Minister answered “Yes, Your Majesty. At a moment 
when a country is about to advance into a state of 
civilization crisis of this kind are not rare.” Some 
time passed in this manner, when the Queen Mother 
complaining of the cold, the King expressed his inten- 
tion of going to the house of I-cha-wan and requested 
the American Minister and the British Consul-Genera] 
to accompany him. So these two gentlemen With Mr, 
Takezoye went with the King. 

The house of I-cha-wan is close to the Ken-yu-kun ; 
there being communication between the two by means of 
gate. Corean soldiers were posted on the outside while 
Japanese and Corean soldiers guarded the inside of the 
ground. About 2 o'clock the German Consul General 
Sempsh came and had an audience with the King, 
At this time the American Minister turning to the 
Consul Generals of England and Germany said that-at 
a. time and place like the present it was well for the 
Foreign Representatives to have an understanding with 
each other and to devise same means of ensuring the 
common safety. The German Consul General said in 
answer that he thought that things did not wear a very 


serious look at present but that if by chance a great’ 
outbreak did take place, it was understood without say- 
ing that all the Forign Representatives would concert 
with each other for ensuring their common safety. All 
the representatives conversed with each other wonder- 
ing what all this disturbance meant; the American 
Minister remarking that it was but a step in the re- 
volution and in the advance to civilization. A little past 
three o’clock all the other Foreign Representatives hay- 
ing taken leave of each and departed; Minister Takezoye 
asked through Kin-ok-kiun, for leave to retire. He was 
told that the King earnestly desired him to stay for the 
purpose of guarding the King’s person. Finding it 
hard to refuse the request, Mr. Takezoye gave order to 
Sec. Shimamura to write a telegram announcing this 
affair to the Japanese Government and sent him to the 
Legation, telling him to make arrangements for des- 
patching the.telegram immediately. About 4 o'clock 
P.M. the King calling Minister Takezoye imformed 
him that on account of the inconvenience experienced 
by his mother he intended to return to the palace. Al- 
though fearing accidents in a return to the palace toward 
evening Mr. Takezoye could not well refuse so confiding 
a request and had nothing to do but to accompany the 
King. : 

In the meanwhile Secretary Shimamura had gone 
to the Legation, and, having finished his errand, 
again returned to the house of I-cha-wan and found that 
both the King and Mr. ‘Takezoye had taken their de- 
parture, On inquiring of the Coreans who happened 
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~ ty be in the: premises Shimamura found that the King — 


and our Minister had started back for the palace. He 
followed and overtaking them on the way went into the 
palace with Mr. Takezoye. 

By the time they entered the palace, the sun had al- 
ready set. The King, the Queen, the Prince, and the 
Princess, as well as the Queen Mother were assembled in 
the sleeping chamber of the Queen Mother. Our soldiers 
stood and guarded around the chamber. Right and 
Left Corean guards kept watched over the first gate, the 
Van and Rear Corean guards were stationed at the 
second and third gates; while the eastern and the 
western gates were also guarded by Corean soldiers. 

The evening of this day (5th) the report, heard du- 
ring the previous night that several Ministers of state 
had been killed at the Ken-yu-kiun, was confirmed. 
Here it might be asked why did not Minister Takezoye 
who had been all the previogs night at the Ken-yu-kun 
see or hear about the murders. The answer is that Mr. 
Takezoye, as stated above, spent the whole night by the 
side of the King and as nobody about the King spoke 
anything about the murders and as there was no com- 
munications into the King’s chamber from outside Mr. 
Takezoye had no opportunity of hearing anything about 
the affair. It was only on the following day (5th) when 
the occurrences of the previous night. were in everybody’s 
mouth that we had any certain knowledge of the deaths 
of the Ministers. 

The following morning (6th) there being no further 
danger apprehended our Minister again asked through 
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Hog-yog-shik, ‘for permission to retire but the King’ 
requested him again to remain till he himself, the Queen 
the Prince and others had returned in safety to their 
respective quarters; and Mr. Takezoye again finding 
it hard to decline, remained in the palace till afternoon. 
Early this morning appointments of some high officials 
took place. 

It was reported that I-cha-wan was promoted to Great 
Councillor of State on the Left, and Hog-yog-shik to 
Great Councillor of State on the Right. Shio-kwag-bom 
was appointed to the Commander of the Right and Left 
Armies and the Chief of the Police. The offices of the — 
Minister of Interior and the head of the Bureau of Com- 
merce were abolished. About 3 o'clock in the after- 
noon the King had summoned the Great Councillors of 
State on the Right and the Left to give them orders for 
issuing a Royal decree announcing a change in the 
government of the country, when suddenly a sound was 
heard that seemed to shake the ground; this was the 
first sound of the muskets. On hearing the sound 
everybody was astonished ; the King being the most as- 
tonished asked over and over again what the sound was. 
At this time, one of the attendants brought a letter 
addressed to Minister Takezoye and handed it to Shi- 
mamura, and he was going to give it to the Minister 
when a second rattle of the muskets was heard. The 
King-in the greatest consternation rushed into his 
chamber. Soon a third volley followed and the bullets 
came thick as hail. The Minister had no time to read 
the letter above referred to and was still standing with 
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proached him and said, “As you see, the Chinese have 
broken in through the second series of gates and the 
Corean soldiers have either run away or have joined 
with the Chinese and turned their guns upon us. What 
shall Ido?” ‘The Minister replied. ‘We are here for 
protecting the King. So we must make such defense as 
is compatiblegwith that object.” On hearing this order 


Murakami returned to his post and gave one loud com- © 


mand of “fire.” Our soldiers, who were boiling with 
indignation at the insolence of the Chinese and were 
impatiently expecting this order, no sooner heard their 
commander’s word than they discharged volley ‘after 
volley of well-directed fire among the Chinese and 
Coreans who were driven back and dispersed. Minister 
Takezoye anxious about the King’s welfare was on the 
point of entering his chamber to inquire after him when 
he was prevented by Ken-gi-kan-sa Shing-shang-hun, 
who said that the King was safe and that Minister Take- 
zoye need have no anxiety on that point. Recollecting 
that the Queen and the Queen Mother were with the 
King and fearing that he might commit an offence against 
the rules of Corean etiquette by intruding into a chamber 
where ladies were present, Minister Takezoye desisted 
and took his station with Shimamura, Asayama, and 
others in front of the chamber. Now, however, the 
bullets came raining upon them, ‘and fearing for the 
King’s safety, Minister Takezoye finally decided to 
enter the chamber for the purpose of conducting him to 
a safer place of refuge, but on entering he found that 
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the King had somehow made his escape and not a trace 
of him was to be seen. Surprised at this, Minister Take- 
zoye went out to the back of the chamber and sent in 
every direction to look for the King. 

Now within the third gate and on each side of it, 
there are some small ‘buildings and the main building 
of the palace is a little removed to the east; and the 
sleeping apartment of the Queen Mother is situated 
at the back of one of the smaller buildings. The Chinese 
suddenly and unexpectedly took possession of the third 
gate and of the outhouses around it and being joined 
by the Coreans attacked us from three sides simul- 
taneously. Lieut. Kotani met them and finally re- 
pulsed them. Minister Takezoye continuing his search 
for the King went out to the back of the palace when 
the Chinese coming round to the east began firing 
toward where he stood. Lieut. Onisi hastened up and 
soon dispersed the Chinese. : 

At this time Capt. kami said to the Minister. 
“The back of the Queen her’s palace is well fitted 
for a post of defense. I beg of you to conduct the King 
back there and complete the work of protection that. 
you have begun. I and my men when drawn up to- 
gether do not fear the odds against us.” ‘The Minister 
answered: “You are right; now I will go and look 


_ after the King.” So saying, he went up a little hill at 


the back of the palate and sought after the King among 
a grove of trees, but could find no traces of him. Then 
Murakami, who had accompanied the Minister thus 
far, again said: “This is the highest point in the 
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garden and a ground of vantage for both attack and 
defense. Let us make this our headquarters and, 

sending detachments in every direction, meet the 

attacks of the enemy and crush them at one blow.” 

He said this with much force and -energy and the 
Minister praising his courage entrusted the def 
entirely to him. At this moment one of the attendants 

of the King suddenly made his appearance in the dis- 
tance, and beckoning to them, called out in a loud voice, 

“His Majesty is here.” The Minister thinking that 
there was not a moment to be lost when) the hiding 
place of the King was known hastened toward the 
attendant, Murakami told a detachment of his men to “~ 
die at their posts and not to give way ; then he followed 

the Minister toward the King’s hiding place. They 
went together to where the attendant pointed and 
found the King in a small house built among the 
hollows of the hill. | 

- Our Minister with Murakami and half a company 

of soldiers was guarding the King when a large force 

of Chinese and Coreans attacked them from the right. 
Lieut. Omodaka and Lieut. Ando facing them made 
them retire, The place where the King then was, 
heing but poorly fitted for a position of defense, they 
informed him of that fact and removed him to a higher 
ground and spreading a blanket under a tree made 

him sit down. Minister Takezoye was still holding un- 
opened in his hand the letter which he had received 
when the first attack was made and which has been 
above .referred to. Having now for the first time a 
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few moments’ leisure he opened the letter and found 
that it was from the Chinese commander, informing 
him of the approach of the Chinese soldiers for the 
purpose of protecting the King. While Minister Take- 
zoye was still reading this letter Capt. Murakami spoke 
to him and said “ If His Majesty is so flurried and ur- 
quiet, it gives me the greatest difficulty. At a time 
like the present the thing to do is to hear the sound of 
the guns distinetly, and, after making an estimate of 
the enemy’s strength to make the disposition of our 
forces, y request the King to be seated quietly for 
a whil The King, howeve isted by one of his 
attendents again made his and entered a house 
that stood at the extreme back of the palace grounds ; 
but this place again was ill fitted for a position of defense 
Fearing lest some accident may happen, if he left the 
King at such a place, Minister Takezoye and others 
finally persuaded him to go up on a little hill next to 
to the rear gate. 

On turning toward the rear gate, they saw one mass 
of Coreans rolling on like billows. At this time the 
(Queen Mother was said to be resting on a hill at the 
back of the palace and was separated from the King by 
a considerable distance. The King turning to Minister 
‘Takezoye expressed his pleasure to go to the side of his 
mother.* Murakami again explained to the attendants 
that, without exactly ascertaining the sound of the shots, 
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* The King is noted for his dutifelness to his mother ; to say 
nothing of his everyday actions even at the.preseut crisis he eH 
if he for a moment the side of his mother. - 
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it is difficult to make any movements and through them 
begged the king to keep quiet. - Whereupon the king 
turned toward the Japanese who were near him and 
said. “Do not all of you wish to see your mother? 
I too wish to see my mother as soon as possible,” and 
the King hit with both hands the shoulders of the 
attendant who was bearing the King on his back and or- 
dered the latter to make haste and he would not keep 
quiet. The attendants advised him to keep quiet and 
the King said “I will keep quiet for a short time, 
therefore you shall arrange eo as I may be able to see 
my mother soon.” Up to this time the rattle of muskets 
was heard on every side, but now suddenly the report of 
a Cannon sounded, then a mass of black smoke was seen 
among the trees and then great flame of fire rose heaven- 
ward. As the sound of guns ceased soon after, it was 
thought that the Chinese had set fire to the palace by 
discharging the cannon against it and that they had 
ended the fighting. Now in order to go to side of the 
Queen Mother, it was necessary to break through a line 
of Coreans. ‘To add to the difficulty, the Coreans were 
stationed on a rising ground outside of the rear gate, 
while our men had to shoot up to reach them. Under 
the circumstances it seemed almost ina to ac- 
complish their purpose of reaching the side of the Queen 
Mother. But as it was difficult to refuse the repeated 
requests of the King, our soldiers placing the King in 
their midst, started to go'outt of the rear gate. As 
soon as the Coreans saw this movement, they called 
out. ‘The Japanese are coming out! Kill them! 
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Leave not a single man alive!” and they sent off a 
volley of shots. Immediately one of the King’s atten- 
dants was shot through the wrist. Finding that the 
King was in personal danger, they placed him under a 
pine tree within the gate. The King then again said 
to Minister Takezoye that he would go to his mother 
even if he were to die in the attempt; and he seemed 
to have the notion of going alone, leaving the Japanese 
guards behind him. — 

Minister Takezoye then thought to himself that it 
would be impossible to cope with the Coreans outside of 
the gate, and to attempt to guard the King there with our 
soldiers, would be but to plunge His Royal person into 
danger and destruction ; that now the Chinese having dis- 
persed, Coreans only were left, and whatever their bar- 
barity or want of principle, the Coreans would not 
harm the person of their King, and that therefore the 
best plan would be to entrust the King to the keeping 
and protection of the Coreans themselves. He com- 
municated his thoughts to the ‘King who simply cried 
“good” and taking his ied with him walked 
hastily out of the gate. ‘Thus the niission that Minister 
Takezoye had undertaken of guarding the king was 
completed. 

At this time, night set in and darkness prevailed so 
that it was impossible to recognize any one by face. 
Murakami therefore called in the soldiers despatched to 
several quarters and inspected them calling them by 
names, 


Then Takezoye said to Murakami “‘ We have already 
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bade forewell to the King and now we must return to 
the Legation and share the fate with the members.” 
Murakami replied “Allow me, Sir, to fight a good 
fight. with the Chinese.” Whereupon Takezoye said 
“ It is not a Minister’s business to fight for victory but 
simply to stand by right and justice. ‘A guard is for 
defensive purpose and not for the offensive. Moreover, 
in to-day’s engagement our one fought against éen of the 
enemies, defeneded effectively for three hours and _ dis- 
persed them and therefore we have nothing to regret 
for.” 

And now he had to think of returning to the Legation. 
Determined to issue out of one of the gates and make 
his way to the Legation, he asked the counsel of Mura- 
kami who replied; ‘‘ Whichsoever gate we go out of, 
we shall have to break through a strong line of the 
enemy. For.my part I have no choice; but am ready 
to obey your orders;” Minister Takezoye-then gave 


orders to go out of the gate nearest to the Legation; so . 


eollecting together the scattered forces, they issued from 
the rear gate. By this time the sun set, and here 
and there within the castle walls flames of burning 
houses were seen, As it has been said, the Japanese 
issued out of the rear gate and following the ridge of 
a small hill came out by the Chui-wun-jek whence they 
dimly saw through fire and smoke the flagstaff of our 
Legation and knew for the first time that our Legation 
was still safe. Here they drew up in order and 


plunged among the narrow streets. In their march. 


through the streets, whenever they came upon crossways 
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or where one road branched off from another, they found 
the Coreans in waiting with torches in their hands, and 
from the roadside and housetops, Coreans discharged 
guns and threw down stones and tiles upon them. In 
the course of this march Lieut. Omodaka was slightly 
wounded. As they neared the Legation, some Coreans 
obstructed the road and began firing upon them ; but our 
soldiers returned the fire and, easily dispersing Coreans, 
succeeded in reaching our Legation. This was 8 o'clock 
in the evening. — 

After our soldier had gone to the palace, there were 
left at the Legation some clerks, servants, mechanics, 
workmen and eight soldiers guarding the gate in all a 
little ‘over a hundered men. As soon as the sound of 
guns was heard at the palace, some soldiers on Chinese 
outfit made an attack upon the Legation but scr 
men returned their fire, they ran away. Soon af 
the Coreans made two attacks, throwing stones and 
- discharging arrows, but they too, were easily driven 
back. During these attacks some of our men were 
killed and wounded, ‘There were, also, some Japanese 
tradesmen staying within the castle walls who suffered 
the most horrible deaths. 

About 2 o’clock of that night, there seemed to be a 
fire at the camp of our outpost at Nansan and a column 
of smoke was seen in that direction; and they knew that 
the enemy had captured their provisions and were. burn- 
ing them. After their return to the. Legation, the 
Minister and his followers had the supper and took a 

little rest, the ladies were placed in a safe room in the 
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Legation and were made as comfortable as possible. Our 


Minister wished to have an audience of the King as well 
as an interview with the Chinese Representative, but, 
finding all the roads obstructed, he had to give up the 
idea, though much against his will. So he proceeded to 
prepare a report of the late occurrences to his Govern- 
ment as well as the copy of a telegraphic despatch. 
The confusion that prevailed at the Legation during the 
whole night is beyond the power of description: guard- 
ing against the attacks of the eneyny on the one side, and 
attending to the care of the wo and chiJdren on the 
other, they spent the whole night without a moment of 
rest, From the early hours of the following morning 
(the 7th) the firing continued without cessation against 
the front and rear gates of the Legation; and a large | 
number of rioters in one mass made two attacks 
against the main gate, but they were sepulsed. About 
8 a. m., a Corean came running up to the gate, left a letter 
on the outside and immediately ran away. One of the 
soldiers handed it to Minister Takezoye who opened it 
and found ‘that the letter was from Kim-hog-chib; and 
that its contents were hostile and threatening. Minister 
Takezoye deeming that he ought not to let that pass 
unnoticed wrote an answer and also sealed within 
the letter an answer to the letter received from the 
Chinese commander at the time of the first outbreak 
with a request to Kim-hog-chib to foward it to the 
Chinese commander. When, however, he looked round 
for means of sending the letter, he could find no one 
whom he could employ as a messenger: as the streets 
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were filled with the rioiters, if a Japanese were sent, he 
would be seized and killed in an instant. ‘To send 
a large number of soldiers was out of the question, for 
that would weaken the guard of the Legation; of the 
Coreans usually employed at the Legation, all excepting 
three had run away, and these three were afraid to 
go out of the gate. Finally he sueceeded in pursuading 
one of these three Coreans to act as the messenger. 
Minister Takezoye was also anxions to see the American 
Minister and the English Consul-General in order to 
take counsel,with them upon the existing state of affairs 
but the greatest confusion prevailed within the Legation, 
and without was one mass of the rioters who filled the 
streets, burnt down houses, and threw stones. As on 
_ the one hand there was no knowing when an attack 
might be made on the Legation and it was necessary to 
keep a strict guard, and on the other hand, all the roads 
were blocked, Minister Takezoye had no choice but to 
give up the idea of meeting the other Representatives. 
Now within the Legation there were over 30 
clerks, servants &c., over 70 mechanics and laborers, 
over 140 soldiers, and, besides these, 38 Japanese 
residents at Seoul who had taken refuge in our Legation; 
and the food at hand was only a little more than one 
koku of rice. At noon Mr.. Takezoye asked of the 
steward how much provisions were left. The steward 
answered that provisions were very. scarce; from the 
previous day, every house in the city had closed up its 
doors and even the rice sellers, who usually bring in 
rice from outside the city and sell in the streets, had 
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disappeared and there having been no way to purchase 
rice it) became very short; that since that morning 
the civil- officers, women, servants, the tradesmen, and 
mechanics had only had kayu for food; and that the 
military officers and soldiers were the only ones who 
had had regularly cooked rice; and that even then he 
had some doubt of the provisions holding out until 


evening. Upon receiving this information Mr. ‘Take- 


zoye thought that rather than remain to die of hunger 
he would make his way to Chemulpo and there await 
the orders of the Home Government. About this “a 
he was informed that since morning all the gates of the 
Castle had been closed; that there was every sign of 
preparation for fighting; that in the streets stones and 
tiles had been collected and timber piled; and that the 
Coreans intended to attack our Legation after nightfall 
and, if the Japanese broke through the line of assailants, 
to put fire to the lumber on the road and by the aid of 
the light thus obtained to throw stones and tiles and to 
kill every one of them. ‘This communication decided 


him and calling Captain Murakami and the civil 


officers “of the Legation, he told them that there was 
but little food left and how he intended to make his 
way to Chemulpo. Captain Murakami answered and 
said. “To die is my duty as a soldier. I am ready to 
die at any place and it only remains for you to name 
the place of my death.” All the officials of the 
Legation said with one voice that they agreed with the 
Minister perfectly, only that the southern gate was 
most strictly guarded; that they had better issue out 
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from the western gate, and, cutting their way through 
the enemy, take the risk of reaching Chemulpo; that 
within two hours night would come on, and then, the 
scheme of the enemy being fully developed, they would 
not have one chance out of a thousand of getting to 
Chemulpo; and they concluded by saying they hoped 
the Minister would come to a speedy decision. So 
Minister sent a letter to Kim-hog-chib and entrusted 
him with the protection of the Legation.* 

He then passed the following notice through the 
Legation. “The Chinese soldiers attacked the palace 
yesterday YWod began the firing. I had no choice 
but’ to retur’ the ‘fire and thus give protection to the 
King. Now the Coreans have turned against us and 
the Corean Government do not think pfoper to inter- 
fere. It may be said that we are in the mitist of an 
enemy’s country, and that the means of performing 
my functions as the Representative of my country are 
at an end. I am therefore determined to retreat to 
Chemulpo and to report the whole occurrence to the 
Home Government before taking any further step.” So 
they burnt all the private papers and every one lighly 
equipped started out of the Legation. This was at about 
2 o’clock in the afternoon. Lieut. Ando commanded 
the vanguard; Lieut. Otani brought up the rear. 
Captain Marukami placed himself beside the Minister 
and general command of all. The Secretaries, Clerks, 
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former letter to Kim having been of the mob was still in the 
Legation. So he was urged strongly to take the second letter also. 
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and’ Employes followed, with swords in. their belts and 
guns in their hands. Of the mechanics and workmen 
some carried the wounded, some transported the am- 
munition, some, with axes in their hands, kept guard 
over the women and children. In such array as this 
they took the great road which leads to the Western 
gate. The Corean soldiers discharged guns, shot arrows, 
threw stones and tiles, and made many attacks on them 
from every side, but our soldiers succeeded in repulsing 
the Coreans. As they came to the front of the old palace, 
the “left guard” of the Corean soldiery drew up in order 
before their barracks and discharged guns and cannon 
against their flank, but the bullets either passed several 
feet above their heads or fell short of reaching them 
and only three or four men were slightly - wounded. 
Qur soldiers lying down in the midst of the road or 
crouching in the small ditches returned their fire and 
made them retire into the barracks, In this manner 
they made their march to the Western gate, only to 
find it firmly locked and barred, and the Corean police 
with guns and swords guarding it. Our soldiers rush- 
ing upon them put them to flight, and the workmen 
with their axes cut through the locks and bars and thus 
opened the gate. Our soldiers then went through the 
gate. The enemy kept up a contiuued attack upon their 
rear, but our men turning upon them drove them back. 
So with great difficulty they reached Mapo when turning 
back smoke and fiame were seen rising in Seoul, which, 
from their direction, they judged to be coming from our 
Legation which had obviously been set on fire. At 


_ 2 


pnt, Peay Tt ON ig Ot ah ae wee ee eS = 


Mapo they took possession of some boats and started to 
cross the Kanko. Our rearguards stationing themselves 
on the high ground drew up in order to epsure the safe 
passage of the river. At this moment a large number, 
of Coreans came up armed with guns and tried to 
prevent their passage, but our soldiers shot at them and_ 
killing some. of them dispersed the rest. When our 
boats had reached the middle of the stream a few shots 
were fired from some boats below, but these also our 
soldiers soon drove away. By the time they had crossed 
the river it was dark, and, as no enemy were following, 
they relaxed a little the strict discipline they had thus far 
maintained and marched quietly on. Thus through 
bitter cold and over snow covered ground, they marched 
all night and at 8 o'clock the following morning they 
arrived Chemulpo and proceeded to our Consulate. 
On the 10th sixteen Japanese escorted by Chinese and 
Corean soldiers arrived at Chemulpo. These Japanese 
were the persons who had taken refuge in the American 
Legation during the outbreak. ' There were four sol- 
diers among them, and the rest were persons taken 
prisoners by the Chinese soldiers. These last the A meri- 
can Minister had demanded of the Chinese and had 
taken under his personal care and protection. Having 
an interview with the Chinese and Corean officials he 
made them swear not to harm the Japanese in any man- 
ner, and placing thirty Chinese and twenty Coreans 
under the command of Mr. Barnadou of the U. 8. Navy, 
he sent these sixteen Japanese in safety to Chemulpo. 
These Japanese owe their lives and safety entirely to the 
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humane and zeatous efforts of the American Minister. 
- In the Seoul disturbance above discribed, the number 
of the Japanese officials and residents who were killed 


by Chinese and Corean soldiers amount to 40 includ- 
ing Captain Isobayashi. 
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SHANGHAI, TUESDAY, $xn MARCH, 1885. 


THE GANNONADE AT CHINHAE, 


By the arrival of the Kiangpiau this 
morning we have been able to obtain a 
few particulars of the fighting ut Ohinhne 
on Sanday last, It appears the Kiang. 

iau on her way fv Ningpo saw four 
French men-of-war, the ironclads Bay- 
ard, Admiral Courbet’s flagship, and the 
Triomphante, the transport Drae and the 
corvet:: Nueilly, sintership to the Duguay 
Trowin, at anchor in Luekoug Rvads about 
eight to ten miles distant from Chiuhee. 

hile steaming up to Chinhae she met 
the Customs light tender proceeding 
out to Tiger and Square Islands with 
the mouthly pay and provisions fur the 
light keepers. Up to this time, the 
Chinese knew nothing of the presence of 
the Frenchmen, aajit was hazy atthe time. 
The tender immediately put back and 
reported the presence of the French, 
whereupon the native authorities pre- 
coeded to sink four stone-ladeo janks 
at the entrance of the Yang River and 
the Nan-shen, Nan-jut, aud Kai-chi were 
moored close to the entrance iuside 
the barrier. The Kiangpiaw came to 
auchor and the Ohinese passengers 


“~were._landed” in sampans, all ex- 


cept the women, This was about 
7 aw. At 8.380 a.m, the French 
fleet gut underweigh and steamed into 
Chinhae, and in cousequence of this, the 

lau steamed oat of the way and 
anchored, The French anchored auder 
Deadman out of the way of the fire of 
maost of the forte, At 10.30 a.m. a 
steam-lauuch from the left thot 
ship aud boarded the with 
Mr. Miller, pilot, ou board. The 
officer in charge conveyed the Ad. 
wiral’s compliments and wanted to 
know if anything was the matter with 
the steamer, aud also if he could be of 
any assistance. The s lauuch then 
left, whereupon the Chinage in the forte 
opeued fire aponit, but without doing any 
damage, though the shelle went very 
close to her aud it was feared the shots 
would hit the In consequence 
of this, the French Admiral shifted 
his flag to the Nueilly aud at 2.30 p.m. 
eteamed in to the Black Buoy Spit about 


¢wo miles from the forts. Two Ohinese ' cho 


forts and the three Chinese men-of-war 
opened fire at her as she advauced, 
aud the man-of-war returned it very 
rapidly, some of her shots goiuy over 
Tower Hill and some of the shells 
exploding inside the barrier in the 
direction of the Chinese meu-vof-war. 
The Triomphante, Bayard aud Drac did 
not fire as they ovald neither fire nor 
be fired at from their sheltered posi- 
tion, The firing lasted three.qua: ters 
of an hour, when the Nueilly withdrew, 
none of the shots whioh were fired 
at her having taken effect, though 
according to the Shen Pao’s telegram 
yesterday two Ohinese were killed. 
The steam launch boarded the Kiang- 
piaw twice, and it was after leay. 
ing the first time that the Chinese fired 
two shells at her. If it had not been 
for this, it is probable the French 
would not have engaged the forts at 
all, At 6 p.m, the French fleet got 
underweigh aud steamed back to Laue. 
keng Roads and anchored. The Chi- 
nese did uot sink the Paoshun, bat 
moored her in the gap, head and 
stern, aud up to the time of the 
Kiangpiau's leaving, she had uot 
been sank, At 8 a.m. on Munday, the 
Nueilly weighed auchor aud steamed 
ont to the northward, aud at 9 p.m, 
the Kiangpiaw met her off the Rag. 
geds steaming svath and with a small 
vessel, probably a torpedo beat, in tow. 
The Chinese authorities refus: d to allow 
avy communication with the shore, and 
a large namber of uative boate which 
arrived on Suuday and Monday were 
sent away from the river. Some of the 
Freuch shells must have goue iuto 
Ohiuhae city aud done considerable 
damage, while the Ohinese shells though 
fairly simed did not take effect 
upon the Frenchmen. Ou Sunday 
morning the Waverley returned to 
Chinhae from Sheipoo Roads. Ad- 
miral Courbet signalled her to stop, 
bat, as she refused tv do so, he fired a 
shot across her bows, which caused ber 
to come to. The Nuetlly cheu steamed 
down to her and sent a boat which 
boarded her, and the crew searched the 
ship, and then let her go. When the 

left, the Waverley was an- 
off Square Island. 
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“THE AMBRICAN INTERVIBWER WITH 
MR. P. J. HUGHES. 


| Mr. P. J. Haghes, British Consul-General 
) at Shanghai, who went home vid America, by 
j the O. & O. steamer Oceanic, arrived at San 
Francisco on the 2nd Oct,, and was interviewed 
| the same day by « Chronicle reporter. This 
is the resnlt:—‘‘ When questioned by the 
’ Chronicle's reporter in regard to the recent 
) termination of hostilities between France and 
China, Mr. Hughes said that China had gained 
more by the treaty of peace than France, for 
| the reason that the war showed that the Chi- 
! nese will not in the fature hesitate to resort to 
arms in their quarrels with European Powers. 
|| Mr. Hughes stated that no Chinese are ship- 
| ped from Shanghai to the Uniied States, and | 
| that all Mongolian immigrants come from the 
} Canton provinces, In regard to the transfer- 
ence of the Chinese fleet of steamers to the 
American firm of Russell & Oo, during the Tong- | , 
king difficulty, Mr. Hughes said that it was} 
generally thought throughout China by Euro- | 
peans that the transaction was a bond fide one. | 
| After the settlement of the war, Chiva became | 
desirous of repurchasing her ves-els, and after | 
some negotiation the American firm consented 
to sell, Without doubt making considerable by 
the reconveyance to China. The fleet, which 
consists of over a dozen steamers, now all fly 
} the Chinese flay. Mr. Hughes believe! that 
| the willingness of the Americans to sell theshij),s 
| back to Ohina has dene much to inerense the 
friendly feeling of that country for the United 
| States. He did not know of any particular 
} :eason why the Chinese dixposed of their ves.els 
and then suddenly «desired to get them back. 
| The first sale of the ships wae a good sign ef | 
| the progress of American commerce in China. 
/ Mr. Hughes said that the Amrricans were the 
pioneers in navigating the Chinese rivers with 
steamers, and deserved to establish a good 
trade. He remaius in this ci'y but a short time, 


‘and will proceed to England on a visit to 
his relatives.” 
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